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So the main difficulty of the province is the lack of irri-
gation facilities but even in those areas where irrigation is
possible, the farmer has the choice of a number of cash crops
like the groundnuts, cotton, plantains, chillies, and tobacco,
to which he can turn apart from the staple food crop, paddyy
for which he has a traditional predilection. The main reasons
for the preference shown by the cultivator for rice is the
absolute certainty of the crop and the ease with which it can
be grown.
On account of these factors the percentage of the area
under cane to the total cultivated area has always been very
low and sugar factories cannot obtain sufficient cane unless
it is grown on land under their own control. The average
percentage of the area under cane to the total cultivated area
for five years from 1935-36 to 1939-40 was 0.40 only.
The adjacent plateau of Mysore is from 2,000 to 3,000 feet
high and, therefore, the extremes of temperature do not exist
there. The rainfall is well distributed and the rainy season,
lasts from June to November. But the total amount of rain
outside Malnad is not sufficient for growing cane without irri-
gation. The rainfall in most of the cane growing areas of the
State ranges from 25 to 40 inches and the extension of the
area under cane is limited by the provision of storage works.
The main sugarcane region is situated in the Irwin Canal
tract, commanded by the Krishnaraja Sagar reservoir. The
irrigation facilities available in the Chitaldrug and Shimoga
districts are very limited. The percentage of the area under
cane to the total area cultivated on an average (1935-36 to
1939-40) was 0.8 only.
In the neighbouring State of Hyderabad, the north-eastern
and south-western parts are suitable for the growth of cane.
The rainfall in the north-east is about 40 inches and the climate
from March to September is hot and damp and temperate for
the rest of the year. The cultivation of cane is possible only
with the help of irrigation for which there are limited faci-
lities in Medak, Nizamabad and Karimnagar districts- In
.the south-east the rainfall is only about 22 inches but some
irrigation facilities are provided by the Tungabhadra canals
in the Raichur district. The percentage of the area under
sugar-cane to the total cultivated area on an average (1935-36